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Аннотация 

В статье рассматривается формирование лексической компетенции у студентов в 
процессе изучения иностранного языка в неязыковом вузе. Лексическая компетенция в свою 
очередь способствует развитию коммуникативной компетенции, с помощью которой 
успешно осуществляется иноязычная коммуникация. 
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ABSTRACT 

 
The article considers the formation of lexical competence in students in the process of 

studying a foreign language in a non-linguistic university. Lexical competence in turn contributes 
to the development of communicative competence, with the help of which foreign language 
communication is successfully carried out. 
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The main goal of studying foreign languages is to develop communicative competence, one 
of the most important components of which is language competence, including phonetic, 
grammatical and lexical components.  
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Vocabulary in the system of language means is considered the most important component 
of speech activity: listening and speaking, reading and writing. Through vocabulary, the principle 
of the need for self-expression of the individual in the process of communication is realized. As a 
result, the formation of lexical skills is constantly in the field of view of teachers [1]. 

Special attention is paid to the formation of lexical skills in teaching a foreign language, 
since the volume of vocabulary often determines the success of foreign language communication.  

Lexical work is always a planned activity of students by the teacher. The formation of lexical 
skills is facilitated by professionally oriented didactic material, a set of multifunctional practical 
tasks, while all components of lexical work must be interconnected and implement the set learning 
goal [2]. 

Traditionally, three significant components of vocabulary teaching are distinguished: 
linguistic (a set of lexical units necessary for solving speech problems determined by the context 
of the activities of a certain group of students), methodological (necessary explanations, reminders 
and instructions on the use of electronic and paper dictionaries, on the systematization and 
reorganization of the studied vocabulary) and psychological (features of the formation of 
syntagmatic and paradigmatic connections). 

These components are implemented in a system of lexical exercises, which is used taking 
into account the increasing difficulty, i.e., from a word to a superphrasal unity: 

Word level: expressing meaning in one word (different definitions of the same words), 
selection of synonyms, antonyms, selection of words with a common meaning, arrangement of 
words in a certain order, grouping according to a certain feature, definition of an “extra” word, 
formation of cognate words. 

Phrase-combination level: composing phrases with given lexical units, adding definitions 
to nouns, adverbs to verbs, composing idioms from disparate words. 

Sentence and superphrase text level: answering questions, asking questions about certain 
words, completing a sentence, connecting parts of a sentence, selecting a title, defining an 
unfamiliar word, commenting on the meaning of an idiom, comparing characters in the text, 
composing a story, describing a picture. 

Speaking about lexical skills, one cannot help but touch upon the issue of expanding the 
individual semantic field of students, the scope and specificity of which depend on a number of 
objective factors: age, social environment, level of education, mental characteristics, information 
stock, etc. In turn, subjective factors, the consideration of which becomes one of the tasks of a 
foreign language teacher, are capable of expanding the semantic field: 

Introduction of lexical units in context (allows you to form a verbal environment and an 
associative series). 

Creation of various word connections in various contexts (necessary to establish 
paradigmatic connections and semantic connections for use in certain speech situations). 

Connection of adjacent semantic fields (aimed at continuous repetition of the studied lexical 
units, expansion of the area of their application in speech). 

Giving the problem to the speech setting (ensuring creative selection of previously studied 
lexical units in relation to a given speech task). 

Continuous actualization and rotation of the studied lexical units (increasing motivation for 
using the studied material in speech) [3]. 

The concepts of "lexical skill" and "lexical competence" have different semantic loads. 
Lexical skill implies an automated action, which is accompanied by the selection of the necessary 
lexical unit and its combination with other units in the process of communication. Since the goal 
of teaching a foreign language at a university is determined by the development of key and 
professional competencies, it should be assumed that the formation of only a skill is not enough. 
A competency-based approach to teaching at a university means a reorientation from the 
formation of knowledge and skills to the acquisition of a set of competencies [4]. 
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The tasks facing students in modern conditions are formulated as mastering all types of 
speech activity based on professional vocabulary, as well as mastering the skills of professional 
communication. These requirements for a university graduate are dictated by the need to form a 
high level of professional and communicative competence in future specialists, which is unlikely 
without knowledge of foreign-language professional vocabulary. Foreign-language lexical 
competence is the linguistic basis of professional and communicative competence. They can be 
considered as a dynamic unity: lexical competence is formed in the process of communicative 
activity of students, and communicative competence is improved as lexical competence develops, 
i.e., their formation is interdependent. The formation of lexical competence begins with the first 
level – accumulation of empirical knowledge – observations of the functioning of lexical units in 
different communicative contexts (oral and written). At this stage, the presentation and 
semantization of new vocabulary is organized – students get an idea of the sound and graphic 
image of a lexical unit, connections are formed between a foreign word and its meaning. Students 
acquire the skills of identifying lexical units in the presented communicative situations. 

The second level of formation of lexical competence of students involves the formation of 
skills in the use of the studied lexical units, the establishment of strong connections between lexical 
units and their meaning. Speech training of the studied vocabulary at this stage contributes to the 
consolidation of primary skills in using words in a given communicative context. The 
communicative background of the exercises offered at this level consistently reveals the range of 
application of the studied lexical units, illustrating their communicative capabilities. 

The third level of formation of lexical competence is connected with acquisition of 
theoretical knowledge about lexical system of the studied language, i.e., expansion of linguistic 
experience of students. This level assumes formation of skills of establishment by students of 
features of form, structure and meanings of the word, contributing to creation of stronger verbal-
semantic connections. At this progressive level the mastery of formal side of the studied language 
takes place, which contributes to development of philological outlook of students. 

The final, fourth level of formation of use of lexical units for solution of various 
communicative tasks, i.e., tasks, solution of which requires from students to use previously studied 
or studied language means and individual speech experience. This level of competence is 
connected with performance of practical actions with foreign language vocabulary and is aimed at 
solution of various communicative tasks in accordance with conditions of communication, 
assuming use of necessary for this language knowledge, speech skills and abilities [5]. 

When teaching a foreign language to students at a non-linguistic university, the following 
principles of using the lexical approach can be identified: 

Professional vocabulary is introduced and studied in the form in which they will be used in 
speech (in a text, phrase, sentence). Working with professionally oriented authentic materials helps 
students immerse themselves in the real linguistic reality, develops their cognitive motivation for 
learning, and provides unlimited opportunities for studying foreign language culture. There is a 
pattern that if students deal only with vocabulary from adapted textbooks and do not get 
acquainted with authentic texts, then their progress in learning the language will be slow, and their 
motivation for learning will fade. In addition, memorizing vocabulary in the form of lists of words 
taken out of context is not effective. Familiarization with new expressions should occur in context. 
Students should understand how a word or expression is used and what it means. 

The material being studied should be interesting to students and have practical significance 
for their professional sphere. To achieve this, it is necessary to introduce modern authentic 
material, and not just textbooks that do not provide sufficient practice of vocabulary. The repetition 
of the studied vocabulary according to the Cambridge methodology should be 7 to 15 times so that 
students finally remember it. Repetition should occur not only in class and when doing homework, 
but also when reading any professional literature or watching relevant videos at leisure (social 
networks, websites, etc.). In addition, students recognize the expressions covered, but do not use 
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them themselves. The reason for this may be that they do not have the opportunity to use the 
vocabulary covered. The teacher does not create effective tasks that allow the use of the studied 
vocabulary. Students must see the connection between what they study and what may be useful 
to them outside the lesson [6]. 

Formation of foreign language lexical competence is one of the important areas of 
improving the quality of students' language training. Professional vocabulary is the main 
component of both expressive and receptive types of speech activity, and if students have mastered 
or, more importantly, learned to master lexical material of a professional orientation and can use 
it in various situations of professional interaction, then we can say with a certain degree of 
confidence that the students have mastered both the knowledge of vocabulary and the skills and 
abilities in all types of speech activity. In order for students of a non-linguistic university to achieve 
a high level of formation of lexical competence, it seems necessary to ensure the sequence of the 
corresponding stages of its formation in the course of the educational process and implement work 
on organizing the acquisition of lexical material on the basis of interdisciplinary connections 
applied taking into account the linguistic features of the language material, as well as the cognitive, 
speech-thinking and educational activities of students. 
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